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THE USSR AS AN OIL IMPORTER? 
ANNCR: 

A SENATE COMMITTEE HAS CONCLUDED THAT THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
DID NOT MANIPULATE A CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT ON THE 
FUTURE OF SOVIET OIL PRODUCTION. VOA'S LARRY LESURUR HAS DETAILS 
IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT, 

VOICE: 

LAST SPRING, PRESIDENT CARTER MADE A STRONG APPEAL FOR ENERGY 
CONSERVATION IN THE UNITED STATES. HE TOLD A NEWS CONFERENCE AT 
THAT TIME THAT ESTIMATES BY THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY WERE 
MORE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM SUPPLY THAN THE 
WORLD HAD HITHERTO BELIEVED. AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE CIA PREDICTED 
THAT BY 1985 THE SOVIET UNION WOULD REQUIRE OIL IMPORTS IN A RANGE 
FROM THREE-AND=A=HALF TO FOUR~AND~A-HALF MILLION BARRELS A DAY, 

A PUBLIC CALL FOR THE REPORTS ENSUED AND THE CYA RELEASED 
THEM, THIS LED TO CHARGES IN THE AMERICAN PRESS THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAD USED THE CIA REPORTS TO BUILD SUPPORT FOR HIS NATIONAL 
ENERGY PLAN. THE NEW YORK TIMES SAID EDITORIALLY THAT THE RELEASE 
OF THE CIA REPORTS SUGGESTFD NOT ONLY POLITICAL MOTIVATION BUT 
ALSO THAT THE FACTS MAY HAVE BEEN "COOKED" TO FIT THE PRESIDENT'S 
ENERGY RECIPE. 

THIS, IN TURN, PROMPTED THE SENATE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE TO 
LOOK INTO THE CIA STUDY. THE COMMITTEE FOUND NO EVIDENCE TO 
INDICATE THAT THE INTEGRITY OF THE CIA ANALYSIS OF THE ENERGY 
SITUATION HAD BEEN COMPROMISED. IT NOTED THAT, WHILE THERE MAY 
HAVE BEEN "POLITICAL MOTIVATIONS" BEHIND THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S 
RELEASE OF THE CIA REPORT, THE PRESIDENT HAD NOT ACTED IMPROPERLY 
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IN USING A 1976 REPORT, WHICH HAD PRECEDED HIS INAUGURATION, TO 
SUPPORT HIS ENERGY CONSERVATION APPEAL. 

HOWEVER, THE SENATE COMMITTEE STAFF MILOLY REBUKED THE CIA 
FOR ITS PREDICTION THAT BY THE MID-1980'S THE SOVIET UNION WILL 
BECOME AN IMPORTER OF SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF FOREIGN OIL. 
CURRENTLY, THE USSR EXPORTS ABOUT A MILLION BARRLES OF OIL A DAY. 
THE SENATE COMMITTEE STAFF FOUND SUPPORT FOR THE CIA CONCLUSION 
THAT THE SOVIET OIL INDUSTRY IS FACING A DIFFICULT PERIOD AHEAD 
BECAUSE ITS POTENTIAL RESERVES, ALTHOUGH LARGE, ARE IN AREAS 
WHERE ADVERSE CLIMATE CONDITIONS COULD DELAY DEVELOPMENT FOR OVER 
TEN YEARS. HOWEVER, THE SENATE STAFF QUOTED U.S. INDUSTRY AND 
PRIVATE CONSULTANTS AS DISAGREEING WITH THE CIA SUGGESTION THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION WOULD BE A POTENTIAL LARGE-SCALE FOREIGN OIL 
IMPORTER BY 1985. 

OIL CONSULTANTS POINT OUT THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT'S REACTION 
TO SUPPLY-AND-DEMAND SITUATIONS ARE DIFFICULT TO PREDICT. IF 
MOSCOW WANTED TO, THEY NOTED, IT COULD QUICKLY REDUCE DOMESTIC OIL 
CONSUMPTION BY ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION AND SUSPEND OIL EXPORTS. 
CALLING THE CIA FORECAST OF LARGE-SCALE COMMUNIST BLOC OIL IMPORTS 
BY 1985 A "TENTATIVE CONCLUSION", THE SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT SAYS 
IT WAS BASED ON ASSUMPTIONS WHICH MAY NOT HOLD UP IN REALITY. THE 
REPORT GOES ON TO QUOTE A FORMER CIA OFFICIAL TO THE EFFECT THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION, AS A NATION WITH HARD CURRENCY PROBLEMS, WOULD 
DO VIRTUALLY ANYTHING TO KEEP FROM BECOMING A LARGE-SCALE OIL 


IMPORTER. 
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